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Wolfe to make his master-stroke. The cliffs on the north
bank of the St. Lawrence above Quebec are steep and pre-
cipitous, but about a mile and a half beyond that fortress
Wolfe had discovered a zigzag path which led to their
summit He determined to attempt a night attack at this
place, and accordingly made arrangements, with great skill,
to divert the enemy's attention from that quarter. Below
Quebec, Montcalm's attention was occupied by a bom-
bardment from the main body of the fleet under Saunders,
\vhilst the garrison in the city itself had an energetic attack
directed upon it from the opposite bank. Meanwhile Wolfe
himself and a large part of his troops had embarked in the
ships which were above Quebec. On the night of the attack
the ships were some six miles above the intended landing-
place so as to distract the attention of Bougainville, who
with a large force was watching these ships, from Wolfe's
real objective.
Brilliantly conceived, the plan was no less brilliantly
executed. About 2 a.m. on the morning of 13th September,
the ships* boats, laden with soldiers, started on their journey.
They deceived two sentinels on the bank by pretending
to be some expected French provision boats, and then a
small landing-party got on shore, climbed up the path,
surprised the small guard at the top of the cliff, and covered
the landing of the rest of Wolfe's forces.
The news of this exploit was, of course, conveyed to
Alontcalm and Bougainville. The latter waited for the news
to be confirmed, and was any way too far off to be of service;
but Montcalm, after some hesitation, through being uncer-
tain of Saunders's intentions, hurried up and marshalled
his men on the Heights of Abraham.   Towards ten o'clock The
the French advanced.   The British waited till they came Abraham0
within thirty-five yards, gave two murderous volleys, and sept.)
then charged,  the newly-enlisted Highlanders especially
distinguishing, themselves.    In twenty minutes the battle
was over, and was followed by the capture of Quebec. The